Amboyna and Ternate

of the trade in cloves, as was Banda for that of nutmegs. In order
to accomplish this the Dutch, who had expelled the Portuguese,
would not allow those spices to be grown anywhere else but upon
these islands. The naturalist Wallace, writing so late as 1869, *n
his Malay Archipelago, says of Amboyna and the neighbouring
Ternate, which were chief islands in the ancient Moluccas: 'all
this glitter of barbaric gold was the produce of the spice trade'.
He has been quoting the description written by Sir Francis Drake
of Ms visit to the Sultan of Ternate in 1579. Wallace continues:
'Nutmegs and mace were procured from the natives of New
Guinea and the adjacent islands, wiiere they grew wild; and the
profits on spice cargoes were so enormous, that the European
traders were glad to give gold and jewels, and the finest manu-
factures of Europe or of India, in exchange. When the Dutch
established their influence in these seas, and relieved the native
princes from their Portuguese oppressors, they saw that the
easiest way to repay themselves would be to get this spice trade
into their own hands. For this purpose they adopted the wise
principle of concentrating the culture of these valuable products
in those spots only of which they could have complete control.
To do this effectually it was necessary to abolish the culture and
trade in all other places, which they succeeded in doing by
treaty with the native rulers. These agreed to have all the spice
trees in their possessions destroyed.' After mentioning the in-
habitants of Amboyna, a cross of Portuguese, Malay, and Papuan,
with Dutch, and even with Chinese, Wallace continues: 'the
fishes and shells of Amboyna are unrivalled for variety and
beauty by those of any one spot on the earth. The celebrated
Dutch ichthyologist, Dr. Bleeker, has given a catalogue of seven
hundred and eighty species of fish, alone, found at Amboyna, a
number almost equal to those of all the seas and rivers of Europe.
A large proportion of them are of the most brilliant colours,
being marked with bands and spots of the purest yellows, reds
and blues; while their forms present all that strange and endless
variety so characteristic of the inhabitants of the ocean. Shells
have long been an object of traffic in Amboyna; many of the
natives get their living by collecting and cleaning them, and
almost every visitor takes away a small collection/

Rumphius, our learned authority, lived, as we have seen, at
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